
Built in the late 1800s, The Rift is a magnificent and imposing Victorian Italianate 
family owned homestead. Positioned on three acres of heritage gardens in 

the Southern Highlands township of Bowral, The Rift is one of the Southern 
Highlands’ original grand estates. Following the recent sale of this property, 

Lawsons Auctioneers will stage a one day only sale of almost 500 lots which will 
include the contents of this iconic homestead and the adjoining Coach House and 

School House.

The Rift has a compelling history. By the 1880s, Bowral had become a fashionable 
retreat for the Sydney gentry. Many of Sydney’s elite flocked to the Highlands 
and many of the great estates of Bowral were established during this time. The 

Rift operated as a guest house between the 1920s and 1930s and accommodated 
notable residents such as the virtuoso operatic soprano Dame Nelly Melba. 

During the 1940s and 1950s it was occupied by a series of boarding schools and 
during WWII, the School House was used as a temporary location for the the 

Junior School of Rose Bay, the Convent of the Sacred Heart. 

From the 1950s, The Rift has been used as both a guest house and private 
residence, but unfortunately from 2008 to 2011, fell into disrepair. In 2011, The 

Rift was revived. Purchased by interior designer Kinchem Hegedus and husband 
Peter Barge, the house and gardens have been lovingly and sympathetically 

restored, becoming once again a much treasured family home. Balconies and 
heritage gardens have been reinstated and the property has been elegantly 

furnished with an eclectic mix of antiques and collectables. The interior of the 
main house consists of four stately bedrooms, a series of sitting rooms, a library/
study, a billiard room and a ballroom of grand proportions. The Coach House, 

which has recently been offered as luxury self-catering holiday accommodation, 
exudes rustic charm. Each of its six bedrooms has been elegantly appointed, 

artfully balancing contemporary and antique decor. 

The furnishings, both period and modern, hail from European, English and 
Javanese origins and include the following: a quality mid 19th century Victorian 
mahogany extension dining table, Chinese carved side table, French oversized 

armchairs with beige linen upholstery, Victorian inlaid burr walnut games table, 
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19th century French carved oak sideboard, impressive Javanese bench/coffee 
table, French oak sideboard with marble top, Italianate mirrors, pair of Chinese 
carved elm horseshoe back armchairs, jardinières, occasional tables, a late 19th 

century cedar chest of drawers converted to a liquor cabinet, Smith and Co 
buttoned brown leather swivel office chair. Soft modern furnishings, including 
a brown leather three seater Chesterfield and well proportioned lounges and 

armchairs. A Thai carved and gilt wood Howdah and a 1920s games table and 
oak gramophone cabinet. A Chinese occasional table with central drum and 

bookcases, including a 19th century French oak bookcase. English, continental 
and Asian ceramics, silverware, high quality Persian silk rugs and chobis. Desks, 

including a late 19th century cedar desk with green leather top. Kitchenalia, 
bentwood kitchen stools and an Australian hardwood kitchen bench. Armoires, 

including an impressive French cherrywood armoire and a 19th century 
French oak buffet. An antique Thonet bentwood desk chair. Bedside cabinets, 

a French Louis Philippe mahogany writing bureau, industrial furnishings, 
fireplace accessories, antique wrought iron beds, chests of drawers, Art Nouveau 
wardrobe and French cabinet bed. Outdoor furniture and gardenalia, including 

a Lloyd Loom three piece suite, potted plants and cast iron fountain and 
Victorian architectural ironwork. The sale will also include an interesting mix 

of contemporary and decorative fine art. Also on offer is a vintage 1940s Jaguar 
Mark IV Drop Head Coupe with red leather trim. This lovingly restored vehicle 
has been a Southern Highlands car for the last 30 years and is fully registered.

Address: 8-10 Carlisle Street, Bowral NSW 
Auction date: Sunday, 25 January, 12pm start

Viewing: Saturday, 24 January from 10am - 5pm 
Sunday, 25 January from 9am until start of sale

Enquiries: 02 9566 2377 (Business Hours)  
or Shauna Farren-Price 0413 800 110

Illustrated catalogue and online bidding available on the website
www.lawsons.com.au


